From all that has been said, the futility and harmful-
ness of the Australian amendments to the draft peace trea-
ties with Rumania and the other former satellites of Germany
should be perfectly evident. Such amendments cannot
help us, and can only complicate the worlk of the Con-
ference.
But may it be that the proposals of the Australian del-
egation are dictated in some degree or other by Australia's
national interests? No, it will easily be seen that these pro-
posals bear no relation whatever to Australia's national in-
terests. The Australian people can, of course, have no de-
sire to postpone the important question of peace to some
indefinite future time, that the Conference break up without
examining major questions, and, moreover, that the Confer-
ence violate and nullify decisions already accepted in the
armistice terms.
Such errors may be committed by individual Australians,
as well as by certain non-Australian reactionaries who have
no interest in the establishment of lasting peace, and who
like to fish in troubled waters. But what has the Australian
people to do with this? The Australian people, like all other
peace-loving peoples, desire the establishment of lasting
peace in Europe and throughout the world, and this Con-
ference will meet their desire.
Our Conference represents democratic states. It woaild
uot wish to help reactionary forces whose imperialist plans
might -be furthered by postponing the decision of important
questions of the peace treaties. The Peace Conference must
do everything in its power to ensure that the peoples who
were the victims of aggression are not deprived of just in-
demnification of the damage inflicted by the aggressors, and
to set the right course for the prompt solution of the ques-
tions raised in the peace treaties, since this is in the in-
terest of stable and durable peace.
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